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the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans.
The loss of his first wife, Sarah Short Richard-
son, and their three children, in the boiler ex-
plosion of the Mississippi packet W. R. Carter,
saddened his life. On Nov. 12, 1868, he mar-
ried Ida Ann Slocum of New Orleans, who sur-
vived him eight years; the union was childless,
but very congenial and happy.

[In Memory of Prof. T. G. Richardson, M.D.
(1893) J New Orleans Medic, and Surgic. Jour., May
1893, June 1896, June 1908; S. D. Gross, Autobiog-
raphy (2 vols., 1887) ; Rudolph Matas, "The Surgeon,
His Science and His Art," Boston Medic, and Surgic.
Jour., Oct. 27, 1927; H. A. Kelly and W. L. Burrage,
Am. Medic. Biogs. (1920) ; J. A. Vinton, The Richard-
son Memorial (1876) ; C. E. Slocum, Hist, of the Slo~
cums . . . of America, vol. II (1908) ; Times-Demo-
crat (New Orleans), May 27, 1892.]               R M
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RICHARDSON, WILDS PRESTON (Mar.
20, i86i-May 20, 1929), army officer, was born
in Hunt County, Tex., the son of Oliver Preston
and Hester Foster (Wingo) Richardson, After
some years of schooling he entered the United
States Military Academy at West Point in the
summer of 1880 and was graduated, a second
lieutenant of the 8th Infantry, on June 15, 1884.
His early service was in garrison in California
and in frontier duty in the Apache country and
in western Nebraska. He became a first lieu-
tenant on Dec. 16,1889, and for six years (1892-
97) was an instructor in tactics at West Point.
In August 1897, he was ordered to Alaska,
where, except for a few brief details elsewhere,
he was to remain for twenty years. He became
a captain on Apr. 26, 1898, and a major on Apr,
7, 1904. In March 1905, he was made president
of the newly authorized United States Alaska
Roads Commission and put in charge of the gov-
ernment's extensive construction project for that
Territory. His chief work was the building of
the Richardson Highway, from Valdez, on the
southern coast, to Fairbanks, at the head of navi-
gation on the Tanana River, a distance of 380
miles. He had become a lieutenant-colonel in
1911 and a colonel in 1914. On Aug. 5, 1917, he
was made a brigadier-general in the National
Army, and in March 1918, he was assigned to
the command of the 78th Infantry Brigade, 39th
Division, then at Camp Beauregard, La. With
his division he arrived at Brest on Sept. 3, in
time to take part in some of the closing move-
ments of the war. He was next assigned to the
command of the American forces at Murmansk,
in northern Russia, where he arrived early in
April 1919. For his part in this difficult and
trying situation he was awarded, on Apr. 14,
1922, the Distinguished Service Medal. On Aug.
24 he left Murmansk and in October was again
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in the United States. With the mustering out of
the National Army he was returned to the rank
of colonel, and on Oct. 31, 1920, was retired at
his own request. Thereafter he made his home
at the Army and Navy Club, Washington, D. C.
In January 1928, he published in the Atlantic
Monthly, an article on Alaska which aroused
some controversy. In April 1929, he was taken
ill and conveyed to the Walter Reed Hospital,
where, a month later, he died. The body was in-
terred at West Point. Two sisters survived him.
He was unmarried. He was a man of excep-
tional height and bulk, with noticeably large
hands and feet. His manner was friendly, and
it has been said of him that he was "one of the
best-loved men in the United States Army"
(Annual Reunion, post, p. 281). He was a strict
disciplinarian, though a kindly one, and he was
noted for his sympathy and generosity. In his
conduct of affairs in Alaska he displayed great
engineering skill, tremendous energy, and an
unflinching regard for the government's inter-
ests against the efforts of self-seekers. An oil
portrait of him, the gift of his fellow-officers,
hangs in the Army and Navy Club.

[G. W. Cullum, Biog. Reg. ...U.S. Mil Acad.
(1891) ; Who's Who in America, 1920-21 ; E. B. Clark,
memoir in Ann. Reunion, Asso. Grads. U. S. Mil. Acad.,
1929; Washington (D. C.) Post, May 21, 1929.]
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RICHARDSON, WILLARD (June 24,1802-
July 26, 1875), journalist, was born in Massa-
chusetts of English and Irish stock. An adven-
turous youth, he traveled at sixteen to South
Carolina where he settled at Sumter. He en-
tered South Carolina College, Columbia, as a
junior in 1827 and received the degree of BA.
the next year. As an undergraduate and ever
afterwards he was an unswerving disciple of
John C. Calhoun and other spokesmen of the
State Rights school.

After teaching for several years in Tusca-
loosa, Ala., he emigrated to Texas in 1837. At
Houston, capital of the Republic, he opened a
school for young men. One of his most endur-
ing friendships was formed there with Mirabeau
B. Lamar [g.-z/.], then serving as the second
president of Texas. The political interests of
the two were thereafter largely identical, par-
ticularly in their opposition to Gen. Sam Hous-
ton [q.v."], who was far too Jacksonian to win
the approval of a disciple of Calhoun. In the
summer of 1842 Richardson was invited to con-
duct the Houston Telegraph during an absence
of the editor. The clarity, vigor, and charm of
his writing attracted wide attention and led to
an offer in 1843 of the editorship of the Calves-
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